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An Examination of the Origin of
Gambiered Canton Gauze

LIAO Fei', JIANG Zun-guo’s GUAN Hong’, LIAO Xuelin'

(1.Foshan Library, Foshan 528000, China: 2. Guangdong Province Research Institute of Guangzhou Prefecture Culture:
Foshan University, Foshan 528000, China; 3.Foshan Museum. Foshan 528000, China;
4. Foshan Cultural Center, Foshan 528000, China)

Abstract: A study of gambiered Canton gauze about its original dates, sites and procedures relies heavily
on three key factors: dioscorea cirrhosa lour, river silt and silk material. The historical data show that
dioscorea cirrhosa lour was first used as the dye material in the Song Dynasty - Dioscorea cirrhosa lour it~
self can dye the shell fabric to be the color of shallow brown or other colors, but the materials dyed by
dioscorea cirrhosa lour will become black when it gets in touch with the river silt of high ferromolybde-
num iron- The record shows that gambiered Canton gauze and river silt were used for the fish net of
hemp and other fiber crops in 1700 (during the Kangxi Period of the Qing Dynasty)- Only when di-
oscorea cirrhosa lour and river silt are really used for silk shell fabric can gambiered Canton gauze be re-
ally made- In a broad sense, gambiered Canton gauze refers to dioscorea cirrhosa lour silk with a variety
of shell fabrics: which originated from Panyu in 1871 (during the Tongz hi Period of the Qing Dynasty)-
And in the narrow sense, gambiered Canton gauze means dioscorea cirrhosa lour silk with deep hole flo-
ret yarn, which was first founded in Nanhai at the beginning of the Republic of China-

Key words:gambiered Canton gauze; origin; dioscorea cirrhosa lour; river silt; silk



